STATEMENT ON A MATTER OF OFFICIAL RESPONSIBILITY

5. Chairman of the Comité des Connétables will maka statement regarding those who
helped during recent blizzard conditions in the Ishnd

5.1 Connétable J.L.S. Gallichan of Trinity (Chairman, Comité des Connétables):

On behalf of all the Connétables | would like tkedhis opportunity to thank all those across the
Island, who gave of their time to help join thadmigst conditions we experienced last week. The
strengths of the Parish system were once agairoptite test and the Parish Halls provided a
point of contact dealing with many calls and inggsr We were able to assist and advise
Parishioners who were experiencing hardship, whetineg was due to road condition, fallen
trees, loss of services or the inability to obtassential medicines and supplies. Parish staff and
honorary officers worked alongside the Transpod &achnical Services, the States Police, the
fire and the ambulance services to ensure theysafet wellbeing of all Parishioners. We must
also thank the contractors, the tree surgeons apeécally the J.E.C. (Jersey Electricity
Company) who worked, | think, in exceptional comatis to try and respond properly to calls for
assistance; and the media for ensuring that umte-thiformation was available to all. Thanks
must also go to the many other Islanders who veknetd with 4 by 4s, tractors, chainsaws, who
have just helped their neighbours. There are tanynto mention by name without leaving
someone out, but | trust the Members of the Assgmihill endorse our sincere thanks to all
those who worked tirelessly to ensure the Islanddcoeturn to normal as soon as possible.
[Approbation]

The Deputy Bailiff:
The Member is available for questions if anyonehessto ask any.
5.1.1 Senator |.J. Gorst:

Would the Connétable agree with the sentimentsitisstued earlier that the parochial response
in particular proves the considerable worth that cammunity gains from the Parish system,
and they are to be congratulated with the way tiway responded to this particular difficulty?
We therefore tamper with that system at our pgApprobation]

The Connétable of Trinity:

| am not going to get involved into whether we tamg, but all | would say to the Chief
Minister is that the local knowledge that is hefdthe Parish Halls is invaluable in times of
necessity like this, and it once again proves tihatoffice staff and the Honorary Police are the
people who know their own Parishes. | can onlyakder mine, but | know every Connétable
will say exactly the same for the administrationtleéir own Parish. They are the people who
know where the problems are. They know the naméseoroads and it is most helpful when
you get someone who can answer these questionklhquaind if possible put some sort of
assistance to these people. | thank the ChiefdWinifor his concerns, but | can assure him the
Parish system is not dead yet.

5.1.2 Senator S.C. Ferguson:

Yes, | add my voice of congratulations, even thougiever saw a gritter down St. Brelade’s
Bay, but that is another story. Would the Conrlétabt agree that it would perhaps be useful if
some of the mobile telephone numbers of vital saff.T.S. were included in a bad weather
plan so that there was an ease of contacting pamplenaking communication more efficient?

The Connétable of Trinity:

| think the T.T.S. did a fantastic jojApprobation] | think what the Senator fails to realise is
that most of the Connétables were looking afterr thygoads. The main roads were handled by
the T.T.S. In some cases some of the Parishekaiiidto clear those. But | think everyone is
amazed who comes to this Island to see how mardsrtbeere are in Jersey. The byroads system



in this Island is really ... in my Parish aloneavie 26 miles of byroads. To try and clear those
where you have any field that had nothing of priddecfrom the easterly wind which was
exceptional, they were just filled up with snowwill be quite honest with you; | think | have a
couple which are still filled up with snow, ancciduld be there all week. But the main thing is,
the main thing the Connétables did in their Pagshias to make sure that inhabitants who were
blocked in by the snow had access to get back tmaldife. That is what we did. | think we
did it well. Whether we have more mobile numbéfksiow, that is possible it could help; but on
the other hand, there is only so much you can dbese times. There were so many calls for
people to go out it had to be handled on a casealg basis, and that is what we could do.
Maybe the Minister for Transport and Technical 8=y may freely be giving his mobile
number, | am sure they would not be too keen on tha

5.1.3 Senator S.C. Ferguson:

Supplementary question. There was a comment maadad of the colleagues of the President
of the Comité des Connétables that it would havenlielpful if he had had the mobile numbers

of vital people at T.T.S. in order to facilitateeating of main roads. | merely ask and suggest
that it might be a good idea if there was a mophene directory for the convenience of the

Connétables.

The Connétable of Trinity:

Yes, | am sure that is a very good idea and malbeMinister for Transport and Technical
Services could have an emergency number that wid call on. But | am sure they were very,
very busy over the last week.

5.1.4 Senator L.J. Farnham:

| was only going to add my admiration for the peogilat worked round the clock, but I ask the
Constable if he is not very pleased we do not Isayser-constituencies because they take much
longer to clean up[Laughter]

The Connétable of Trinity:
This statement was never meant to be anything teitthopolitics.
5.1.5 Deputy J.H. Young:

| would like to add my thanks and congratulationsthink tremendous work was done by all
concerned, particularly the honorary officers aminmunity. But | would like to ask the
Constable, obviously there is a difference betwemergency works and long-term clearing up.
We have heard on reports of the tremendous dantageses and branches all over the Island
and we have heard about the real problems of resswhich organisations like Men of the
Trees and others are faced with. Would he be hadiscussions in the Comité des Connétables
and with the Minister for Treasury and Resourcesee if there are any additional sources of
emergency funding that can be used to get a prageagoing so that these trees and so on do
not just lay there unattended?

The Connétable of Trinity:

| think the responsibility is really to the housé&ter and to the property owner to look after these
trees. Not everything can be passed on to thedsda to the Parish. | know St. Brelade and the
main problems with the trees that were falling theeevergreen oaks and also the conifers which
because of the weight of the snow caused many Isoiogbreak. In an emergency like this one
has to just get the priorities right. You canngitjclear the Island. There is no difference in a
great storm. These trees obviously will need wanrkand a lot of house owners have asked that
question. It is their responsibility and whethee Minister for Treasury would be kind enough
to offer them compensation to cut these trees wgry much doubt. At the end of the day you
have to prioritise where the damage is most urgdnth needs to be looked after firstly and



then the others can take a little bit of time. Buthe end of the day, all those people - ang/ | sa
the contractors were handling out ... to go andti@gs in those conditions | can assure you is
bad enough on a nice day, but with this north-elystand of force 8 or 9 to try and clear roads
which really in all reality would not be clear angywbecause of the snow that was falling, it was
more sensible to be out there on Wednesday whewitie had dropped, which is also much
safer for any one of those contractors working urtlese conditions. But the Minister for
Treasury and Resources is not here; maybe he imdarouble with snow as well at this
moment.

5.1.6 Deputy J.M. Macon:

Would the Chairman of the Comité des Connétables yoth me for once in thanking the
immediate co-operation during this whole event atidthose people who perhaps are not
necessarily initially linked in with the Parishesiavdid a lot of voluntary work caring for their
neighbours and going out?

The Connétable of Trinity:

| totally agree with the Deputy. | did in my statent thank the media. | must say the radio, and
I think I should also give some praise to Educatidhink they made a great decision by closing
the school for 3 days. Anyone who - and this maynthe south of the Island - does not realise
how bad it was in the northern areas of the Pagisihere was extreme snow, extreme danger to
go on the road, and | think what was good abouhé&y made decisions early in the morning so
there was no one having to go out. | know somedity@u get criticised for making early
decisions, but | think in this case Education goight. As one saw on the Thursday, it was even
chaos going on that day, so you can imagine whatoitld have been like on the Monday,
Tuesday or the Wednesday of that week. It did give for people to find their way through
and the media was essential. | say | take my ffidb those who ventured into work at 6.00 a.m.
to transmit all the news to everyone in the Island we thank them; they are a vital part of our
community now and it is essential that we have th@o to give us the information for all the
Islanders and | know it is appreciated by, esphgighe older generations. | concur with
everything you said, Deputy.

5.1.7 Deputy K.C. Lewis:

| fully endorse everything the Constable has sai@hey were exceptional, exceptional
circumstances that arose. | went to the T.T.StISHul and walking home, a tree fell in front of
me. | stopped the traffic and they said: “Why hgwe stopped me?” and as | turned around, 2
more trees fell down. They were exceptional cirstances. | would just like to reiterate my
thanks to Transport and Technical Services. Titengy teams that were out all night long and
into the early hours of the morning, they workedlnifts around the clock and the tree clearing
teams. As has been said, it is a matter for lameosvbut we have to be pragmatic. As | say,
they were exceptional circumstances. Also, thaalsberty Bus. | know the Constable of St.
John was very pleased to have cleared a road,dwmeind and saw a bus coming behind him.
Also to the 4 by 4 drivers, | would like to extenmty thanks or does the Constable not agree?
[Laughter]

The Deputy Bailiff:
Well done, you saved yourself for the bus.
The Connétable of Trinity:

| do agree but | think | did omit to also praise #irport staff for clearing the runways. | cannot
imagine how you come to clear a runway when yolelgot a north-easterly force 9 keeping on
going. It must be thankless as you just go updihevay and it is full again. | know there were a
lot of people who were delayed. | think even tinare amazed when they came to the Island
and saw how bad it was and then they appreciatgtherthat it was right. Can | just say, | think



many times the weather forecaster got it exactitri It was an A warning and it did come
exactly as it was forecast and | thank everyonaiiang their thanks and we appreciate everyone
in the Island who did turn out in these extremedttoons and hopefully it is every 30 years. It
will not be me giving the next statement next tifleaughter]

The Deputy Bailiff:

Very well. That means we now come on to PubliciBess. The first item is the ...
[12:00]

Senator 1.J. Gorst:

Sir, before we do, could | just extend an answgave to Deputy Young about the planning and
performance review. One was produced for 201 lisuagtailable on the governmental website,
which he may wish to peruse.



